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Thefirst in-depth analysis of some of the most important epic poems of the Spanish Golden Age, Myth and
Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain breathes new life into five of these long- neglected texts. Elizabeth
Davis demonstrates that the epic must not be overlooked, for doing so creates a significant gap in one's
ability to appraise not only the cultural practice of the imperial age, but also the purest expression of its
ideology.

Davis's study focuses on heroic poetry written from 1569 to 1611, including Alonso de Ercillas La
Araucana, undeniably the most significant epic poem of itstime. Also included are Diego de Hojeda's La
Christiada, Juan Rufo's La Austriada,. Lope de Vega's Jerusalén Conquistada, and Cristobal de Virués's
Historia del Monserrate.

Examining these epics as the major site for the construction of cultural identities and Renaissance nationalist
myths, Davis analyzes the means by which the epic constructs a Spanish sense of self. Because this sense of
identity is not easily susceptible to direct representation, it is often derived in opposition to an "other," which
servesto reaffirm Spanish cultural superiority. The Spanish Christian caballeros are almost always pitted
against Amerindians, Muslims, Jews, or other adversaries portrayed as backward or heathen for their cultural
and ethnic differences.

The pro-Castilian €elite of sixteenth-century Spain faced the daunting task of constructing unity at homein
the process of expansion and conguest abroad, yet ethnic and regional differences in the Iberian Peninsula
made the creation of an imperial identity particularly difficult. The epic, as Davis shows, strains to convey
the overriding image of a Spain that appears more unified than the Spanish empire ever truly was.

An important reexamination of the Golden Age canon, Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain
brings a new twist to the study of canon formation. While Davis does not ignore more traditional approaches
to the literary text, she does apply recent theories, such as deconstruction and feminist criticism, to these
poems, resulting in an innovative examination of the material.

Confronting such issues as canonicity, gender, the relationship between literature and Golden Age culture,
and that between art and power, this publication offers scholars a new perspective for assessing Golden Age
and Transatlantic studies.
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From reader reviews:
Debbie Jones:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain.
Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how isimportant
anew book Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open abook or perhaps searching by internet product. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Deborah Rost:

The ability that you get from Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain isthe more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book aso makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Myth and Identity in the Epic of
Imperial Spain instantly.

John Coallins:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain can be your answer asit can be
read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Brent Campbell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial
Spain or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especialy. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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