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Contrary to all expectations, Japan's long-term recession has provoked no sustained political movement to
replace the nation's malfunctioning economic structure. The country's basic social contract has so far proved
resistant to reform, even in the face of persistently adverse conditions. In Race for the Exits, Leonard J.
Schoppa explains why it has endured and how long it can last. The postwar Japanese system of "convoy
capitalism” traded lifetime employment for male workers against government support for industry and the
private (female) provision of care for children and the elderly. Two social groups bore a particularly heavy
burden in providing for the social protection of the weak and dependent: large firms, which committed to
keeping their core workforce on the payroll even in slow times, and women, who stayed home to care for
their homes and families.

Using the exit-voice framework made famous by Albert Hirschman, Schoppa argues that both groups have
chosen "exit" rather than "voice," depriving the political process of the energy needed to propel necessary
reforms in the system. Instead of fighting for reform, firms slowly shift jobs overseas, and many women
abandon hopes of accommaodating both family and career. Over time, however, these trends have placed
growing economic and demographic pressures on the socia contract. Asindustries reduce their domestic
operations, the Japanese economy is further diminished. Japan has also experienced a "baby bust" as women
opt out of motherhood. Schoppa suggests that aradical break with the Japanese social contract of the past is
becoming inevitable as the system slowly and quietly unravels.
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From reader reviews:
Eva Dawson:

This Race for the Exits. The Unraveling of Japan's System of Social Protection book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read alot of information you will get. This particular Race for the Exits: The Unraveling of Japan's System
of Social Protection without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Race for the Exits: The Unraveling of Japan's System
of Social Protection can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be
full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Race for the Exits: The Unraveling
of Japan's System of Social Protection having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Bell:

The particular book Race for the Exits: The Unraveling of Japan's System of Social Protection will bring that
you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. If you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Race for the Exits: The Unraveling of
Japan's System of Social Protection is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Bette Morgan:

Precisely why? Because this Race for the Exits: The Unraveling of Japan's System of Social Protectionisan
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you
with the secret thisinside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | had been
you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kyle Smallwood:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Race for the Exits: The
Unraveling of Japan's System of Social Protection which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's abserve.
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