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The growth of institutional capacity in the developing world has become a central theme in twenty-first-
century social science. Many studies have shown that public institutions are an important (some would argue
the most important) determinant of long-run rates of economic growth. This book argues that to understand
the difficulties and pitfalls of state building in the contemporary world, it is necessary to analyze previous
efforts to create institutional capacity in conflictive contexts. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the
process of state and nation building in Latin America and Spain from independence to the 1930s. The book
examines how Latin American countries and Spain tried to build modern and efficient state institutions for
more than a century - without much success. The chapters discuss key processes and challenges of state
building. To what extent do historical legacies determine the capacity and reach of states? What are the
obstacles to and paths toward the effective consolidation of public authority? How can states best design and
create the institutions meant to provide the basic services now associated with citizenship? How can we put
together nations of community that include diverse groups and cultures within a single identity, while also
respecting the integrity of particular traditions? The Spanish and Latin American experience of the
nineteenth century was arguably the first regional stage on which the organizational and political dilemmas
that still haunt states were faced. This book provides an unprecedented perspective on the development and
contemporary outcome of those state and nation building projects.
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From reader reviews:
Royce Axtdll:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or theitem for al peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book State and Nation Making in Latin
Americaand Spain: Republics of the Possible. All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

James M cDonald:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book State and Nation Making in Latin America and Spain:
Republics of the Possible ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book State and Nation Making in Latin America
and Spain: Republics of the Possible is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship together with the book State and Nation Making in Latin America and Spain: Republics of
the Possible. Y ou never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rose Miller:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This State and Nation Making in Latin Americaand
Spain: Republics of the Possible is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Irene Gonzales:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for an individual. From media socia
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the State and Nation Making in Latin America and Spain: Republics of the Possible when you necessary
it?
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