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In a tour de force of intellectual history, Siep Stuurman rediscovers the remarkable early Enlightenment
figure François Poulain de la Barre. A dropout from theology studies at the Sorbonne, Poulain embraced the
philosophy of Descartes, became convinced of the injustice and absurdity of the subjection of women, and
assembled an entirely original social philosophy. His writings challenging male supremacy and advocating
gender and racial equality are the most radically egalitarian texts to appear in Europe before the French
Revolution.

In exploring Poulain's breakthrough, Stuurman sheds new light on the origins of the Enlightenment, the
history of feminism, the emergence of rational Christianity, and the social and political implications of
Descartes's philosophy. This groundbreaking work, the first comprehensive study of Poulain, brings to life
the men and women of the Radical Enlightenment, who pioneered ideas about equality that would shape
humankind to this day. Impeccably researched, cogently argued, and lucidly written, this is truly a
masterpiece of scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this François Poulain de la Barre and the
Invention of Modern Equality book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Mary Tiller:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject François Poulain de
la Barre and the Invention of Modern Equality suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled François Poulain de la Barre and the Invention of Modern
Equalityis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world in this book.

Lee Fuller:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this François Poulain de la Barre and the Invention of Modern Equality, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
e-book.

Douglas Gibson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be François Poulain de la Barre and the Invention of Modern Equality
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.



The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.
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