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The attack on Pearl Harbor, which precipitated the Greater East Asia War and its initial triumphs, aroused
pride and a host of other emotions among the Japanese people. Yet the single year in which Japanese forces
occupied territory from Alaska to Indonesia was followed by three years of terrible defeat. Nevertheless,
until the shattering end of the war, many Japanese continued to believe in the invincibility of their country.
But in the diaries of well-known writers—including Nagai Kafu, Takami Jun, Yamada Futaru, and
Hirabayashi Taiko—and the scholar Watanabe Kazuo, varying doubts were vividly, though privately,
expressed.

Donald Keene, renowned scholar of Japan, selects from these diaries, some written by authors he knew well.
Their revelations were sometimes poignant, sometimes shocking to Keene. Ito Sei's fervent patriotism and
even claims of racial superiority stand in stark contrast to the soft-spoken, kindly man Keene knew. Weaving
archival materials with personal recollections and the intimate accounts themselves, Keene reproduces the
passions aroused during the war and the sharply contrasting reactions in the year following Japan's surrender.
Whether detailed or fragmentary, these entries communicate the reality of false victory and all-too-real
defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

The event that you get from So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers
(Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) will be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives:
History, Society, and Culture) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having that So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) instantly.

Ida Hamilton:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives:
History, Society, and Culture).

Gabriel Reyes:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish:
Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) can be good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Myron Mendez:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,



because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
So Lovely a Country Will Never Perish: Wartime Diaries of Japanese Writers (Asia Perspectives: History,
Society, and Culture) will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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