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The against-all-odds story of a World War II–era steam locomotive and the determination of two generations
of volunteers to keep it running comes alive in Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam
Locomotive.
 
Pere Marquette 1225 was built in 1941 at the peak of steam locomotive development. The narrative traces
the 1225’s regular freight service in Michigan, its unlikely salvation from the scrapyard for preservation at
Michigan State University, and the subsequent work to bring it back to steam, first by a student club and later
by a railroad museum. Milestones along the way include 1225’s retirement in 1951, its donation to MSU in
1957, its return to steam in 1988, a successful career hauling tens of thousands of excursion riders, and its
starring role in the 2004 movie The Polar Express. The massive infrastructure that supported American
steam locomotives in their heyday disappeared long ago, forcing 1225’s faithful to make their own spare
parts, learn ancient railroad skills, and interpret the entire effort for the public. As such, the continuing career
of 1225 is a triumph of historic preservation.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam
Locomotive was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The book Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Twelve
Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive. You never truly feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Caroline Petrie:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times
of a Steam Locomotive is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Jim May:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected
with Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you even now thinking Twelve Twenty-Five: The Life and Times of a Steam
Locomotive is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Joe Timmons:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Twelve Twenty-Five: The
Life and Times of a Steam Locomotive is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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