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María de Zayas y Sotomayor (1590–1650?) published two collections of novellas, Novelas amorosas y
exemplares (1637) and Desengaños amorosos (1647), which were immensely popular in her day. During the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Victorian and bourgeois sensibilities exiled her “scandalous” works
to the outer fringes of serious literature. Over the last two decades, however, she has gained an enthusiastic
and ever-expanding readership, drawing intense critical attention and achieving canonical status as a major
figure of the Spanish Golden Age. In this first comprehensive study of Zayas’s prose, Margaret R. Greer
explores the relationship between narration and desire, analyzing both the “desire for readers” displayed by
Zayas in her Prologue and the sexual desire that drives the telling within the novellas themselves. Greer
examines Zayas’s narrative strategies through the twin lenses of feminist and psychoanalytic theory. She
devotes close attention to the weight of Renaissance literary traditions and the role of Zayas’s own cultural
context in shaping her work. She discusses Zayas’s biography and the reception of her publications; her
advocacy of women’s rights; her conflictive loyalty to an aristocratic, patriarchal order; her crafting of
feminine tales of desire; and her erasure of the frontiers between the natural and supernatural, indeed,
between love and death itself. In so doing, Greer offers an expansive analysis of this recently rediscovered
Golden Age writer.
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From reader reviews:

Freddy Lamberth:

The book Maria de Zayas Tells Baroque Tales of Love and the Cruelty of Men (Studies in Romance
Literatures) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book Maria de Zayas Tells Baroque Tales of Love and the Cruelty of
Men (Studies in Romance Literatures)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Maria de Zayas Tells Baroque Tales of Love and the Cruelty of Men (Studies in Romance Literatures)
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Susan Jun:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Maria de Zayas Tells Baroque Tales of
Love and the Cruelty of Men (Studies in Romance Literatures) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Melvin Dwyer:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Maria de Zayas Tells Baroque Tales of Love and the
Cruelty of Men (Studies in Romance Literatures). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Doris Garcia:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Maria
de Zayas Tells Baroque Tales of Love and the Cruelty of Men (Studies in Romance Literatures) when you
required it?
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