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May 4th Voices. Kent State, 1970 David Hassler
Eyewitness testimony brought to life through verbatim theater

On May 4, 1970, National Guardsmen occupying the Kent State University campus fired 67 shotsin 13
seconds, leaving four students dead. This tragedy had a profound impact on Northeast Ohio and the nation
and is credited as a catalyst in changing Americans viewstoward U.S. involvement in Vietham. Supported
by the Ohio Humanities Council, May 4th Voices was originally written and performed as part of a
community arts project for the 40th commemoration of the events of May 4th.

Thetext of David Hassler’s play is based on the Kent State Shootings Oral History Project, begun in 1990 by
Sandra Halem and housed in Kent State University Libraries Department of Specia Collections and
Archives. The collection is comprised of over 110 interviews, with first-person narratives and personal
reactions to the events of May 4, 1970, from the viewpoints of members of the Kent community; Kent State
faculty, students, alumni, staff, and administrators who were on campus that day; and National Guardsmen,
police, hospital personnel, and others whose lives were affected by their experience. Weaving these voices
and stories together anonymously, Hassler’ s play tells the human story of May 4th and its aftermath,
capturing the sense of trauma, confusion, and fear felt by all people regardless of where they stood that day.

Directed by Katherine Burke, May 4th Voices premiered on May 2, 2010, on the Kent State University
campus. It offered the Kent community an opportunity to take ownership of its own tragic story and engage
in a creative, healing dialogue. Now, with the publication of the play and its accompanying teacher’s guide
and DV D, May 4th Voices brings to a national audience the emotional truth of this tragedy, connecting it to
the larger issues of war, conflict, and trauma. A powerful work of testimony, May 4th Voices offers a new
and unique contribution to the literature of the protest movement and the Vietnam era.

** See a so the May 4th Voices DVD (ISBN 978-1-60635-187-1) and A Teacher’ s Resource Book for May
4th Voices (ISBN 978-1-60635-166-6).
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From reader reviews:
Johnathan Fuller:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book May 4th Voices: Kent State, 1970
will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Steven Ellison:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which iswithin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptabl e to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take May 4th Voices. Kent State, 1970 as the daily
resource information.

Ronald Stauffer:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love May 4th Voices: Kent State,
1970, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out
typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Laree Drummond:

This May 4th Voices: Kent State, 1970 is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book revedl it info accurately using great plan word or we can state ho rambling sentences included. So if
you areread it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having May 4th Voices:
Kent State, 1970 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, dataiin it is not ridiculous asingle. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So, this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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