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In this concise, accessible account, Ceruzzi guides us through computing history, from ENIAC and UNIVAC
to the smart phone and socia networking.

The history of computing could be told as the story of hardware and software, or the story of the Internet, or
the story of "smart" hand-held devices, with subplotsinvolving IBM, Microsoft, Apple, Facebook, and
Twitter. In this concise and accessible account of the invention and development of digital technology,
computer historian Paul Ceruzzi offers a broader and more useful perspective. He identifies four major
threads that run throughout all of computing's technological development: digitization -- the coding of
information, computation, and control in binary form, ones and zeros; the convergence of multiple streams of
techniques, devices, and machines, yielding more than the sum of their parts; the steady advance of
electronic technology, as characterized famously by Moore's Law; and the human-machine interface.

Ceruzzi guides us through computing history, telling how a Bell Labs mathematician coined the word digital
in 1942 (to describe a high-speed method of calculating used in anti-aircraft devices), and recounting the
development of the punch card (for use in the 1890 US Census). He describes the ENIAC, built for scientific
and military applications; the UNIVAC, thefirst general purpose computer; and ARPANET, the Internet's
precursor. Ceruzzi's account traces the world-changing evolution of the computer from a room-size ensemble
of machinery to a "minicomputer” to a desktop computer to a pocket-sized smart phone. He describes the
development of the silicon chip, which could store ever-increasing amounts of data and enabled ever-
decreasing device size. He visits that hotbed of innovation, Silicon Valley, and brings the story up to the
present with the Internet, the World Wide Web, and social networking.
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From reader reviews:
James Sanchez:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential
Knowledge Series). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about
how isimportant the book Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series). You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's study.

Richard Segers:

The book Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book
Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series) for being your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
Y ou could know everything if you like available and read a reserve Computing: A Concise History (MIT
Press Essential Knowledge Series). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or athers. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jeff Weaver:

This Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series) book is ssimply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This specific Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge
Series) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
aways be worry Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series) can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge
Series) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Carl Fox:

This Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series) is great guide for you because
the content which isfull of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book revea it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling



sentencesin it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Computing: A Concise History (MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series) in your hand like having the
world inyour arm, factsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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