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Foreign policy in the post–cold war era is profoundly complex, and so too are the institutions that share the
responsibility to guide and manage America's relations with other countries. Policymakers struggle within
porous and fragmented institutions, in which policy is driven more powerfully by clusters of like-minded
individuals than by disciplined organizations. The nation's political parties face deep divisions over foreign
policy and are unable to forge a coherent vision for the future. Congress is increasingly polarized along
ideological lines, while traditional internationalist foreign policy spans a truncated political center. Few
aspects of U.S. politics are more contentious or controversial than the respective roles of Congress and the
executive branch in formulating foreign policy. In this complex environment, scholars, pundits, and
policymakers look to the public and high-profile battles between Congress and the president as a bellwether
of the future of U.S. foreign policy.In reality, foreign policy is often shaped, debated, and made out of public
view. In Friends and Foes, Rebecca K. C. Hersman shifts the focus away from headline-grabbing events and
disagreements to the day-to-day interactions that form the backbone of policymaking.Hersman illustrates the
ebb and flow of foreign policy development through many examples and anecdotes. She also includes three
in-depth case studies from the mid-1990s: the controversial transfer of three U.S. warships to Turkey; the
dispute over relaxing sanctions against Pakistan because of concerns about that nation's nuclear proliferation
record, and the 1995–97 battle over the Chemical Weapons Convention. The book also illuminates the role
of the media in influencing the outcome of foreign policy decisionmaking. Countering the conventional
wisdom that a president and a Congress of the same political party are best able to "get things done," Friends
and Foes sheds new light on the institutional dynamics, conflicts, and issue loyalties that affect the
development of U.S. foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Malcolm Khan:

This Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really Make Foreign Policy book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Friends and Foes: How Congress and
the President Really Make Foreign Policy without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really
Make Foreign Policy can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Friends and Foes: How
Congress and the President Really Make Foreign Policy having great arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Diane Sanchez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really Make
Foreign Policy can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Robert Journey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Friends and Foes: How Congress and
the President Really Make Foreign Policy reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really Make Foreign Policy as good book
not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Christopher Gobert:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really Make Foreign Policy we can get



more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time
book Friends and Foes: How Congress and the President Really Make Foreign Policy. You can more
attractive than now.
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