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If We Must Dieisthe first book to focus on slave resistance that occurred aboard ships—at anchor, along the
African coast, during the Middle Passage, and beyond. Challenging the presumption that such resistance was
infrequent and insignificant, Eric Robert Taylor demonstrates conclusively that shipboard insurrections
affected dave traders every step of the way throughout the trade's long history. The uprisings helped to
define, limit, and ultimately end the traffic in African daves, and they stand as important predecessors to the
many revolts that subsequently occurred in the plantation societies of the Americas. Taylor presents evidence
of nearly five hundred shipboard rebellions, often in amazing detail. He shows that slaves used whatever
they could get their hands on to wage attacks, which frequently occurred at night or during scheduled
routines such as meals. Women and children sometimes played pivotal roles because of their privileged
positions or unusual mobility onboard. One key element in a successful plot was surprise. Most revolts were
crushed quickly, but others raged on for hours, days, or weeks. Occasionally the Africans captured the vessel
and returned themselves to freedom. Taylor explores athorough range of issues, including aid from other
ships, punishment of slave rebels, and treatment of sailors captured by the Africans. Insurrections on board,
he finds, commonly shared similar characteristics regardless of the slaves or captors' region or nation of
origin. His scrutiny of a second wave of shipboard revolts that occurred during the domestic and

international slave trade within the Americas suggests that the tactics employed in transatlantic voyage
insurrections were passed on to later generations of slaves. If We Must Die enlarges the historical view of
slave resistance, revealing a continuum of rebellions that spanned the Atlantic as well as the centuries.
Shipboard insurrections formed a surprisingly influential and successful part of that continuum, and their
history can no longer be overlooked. AUTHOR BIO: Eric Robert Taylor holds postgraduate degreesin
history and African American Studies from the University of California, Los Angeles. Heis afreelance
television producer and livesin Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Kline;

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for people. The book If We Must Die: Shipboard Insurrections in the Era of the
Atlantic Slave Trade (Antislavery, Aboalition, and the Atlantic World) seemed to be making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
book If We Must Die: Shipboard Insurrections in the Era of the Atlantic Slave Trade (Antislavery, Abolition,
and the Atlantic World) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book If We Must Die: Shipboard Insurrectionsin the Era of the Atlantic Slave Trade
(Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love If We Must Die: Shipboard Insurrectionsin
the Era of the Atlantic Slave Trade (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World), you are able to enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Vincenza Nagel:

Beside this If We Must Die: Shipboard Insurrectionsin the Era of the Atlantic Slave Trade (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge
or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being
worry if you fedl like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have If We Must Die:
Shipboard Insurrections in the Era of the Atlantic Slave Trade (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World) because this book offers for you readabl e information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missit?
Find this book and also read it from now!

Mildred Lyons:

In thiserawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of the books in the



top listing in your reading list will be If We Must Die: Shipboard Insurrections in the Era of the Atlantic
Slave Trade (Antislavery, Abalition, and the Atlantic World). This book which is qualified as The Hungry

Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you
can get many advantages.
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