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The Bildungsroman is a genre novel whose territory is well traveled, that of a young and often alienated hero
on the cusp of maturity, intent on discovering who he or she is and being true to that identity. The German
word Bildung refers to forming and shaping, and the first Bildungsromane in 18th-century Germany focused
on the hero’s self-formation. Modernists such as Thomas Hardy, D. H. Lawrence, James Joyce, Oscar Wilde,
and Virginia Woolf adopted and reinvigorated the Bildungsroman form as a means of telling stories about
longing and transition.   With this first major study of the historical context of the English and Irish
Bildungsroman, Gregory Castle revisits the genre with a special interest in self-development and identity, as
well as the viability of the classical concept of Bildung in the modernist era. 
 
Drawing on German philosopher Theodor Adorno’s theory of negative dialectics (which values the negative
moment as a potentially critical force), Castle demonstrates the ongoing relevance of the Bildungsroman
form and its powerful capacity for social and cultural critique. Its vitality is due in large measure to its ability
to represent, in a self-consciously critical fashion, the complex and contradictory modes of self-development
that have arisen in late modernity. The author contends that modernism managed to rehabilitate one of the
most conventional genres in the history of literature. Examining such works as D. H. Lawrence’s Sons and
Lovers and James Joyce’s APortrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Castle provides a significant scholarly
contribution to literary criticism that will be of interest to students and scholars of modernism, the modernist
novel, and Irish studies, as well as the problem of education and class in English and Irish literature.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

The book Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Reading the Modernist
Bildungsroman to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read
a reserve Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Mitchell Peed:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman as your daily
resource information.

Annie Fowler:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Patrice Lach:

You can find this Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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