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During the Second World War, American architecture was in a state of crisis. The rationing of building
materials and restrictions on nonmilitary construction continued the privations that the profession had
endured during the Great Depression. At the same time, the dramatic events of the 1930s and 1940s led
many architects to believe that their profession—and society itself—would undergo a profound shift once the
war ended, with private commissions giving way to centrally planned projects. The magazine Architectural
Forum coined the term “194X” to encapsulate this wartime vision of postwar architecture and urbanism.

In a major study of American architecture during World War II, Andrew M. Shanken focuses on the culture
of anticipation that arose in this period, as out-of-work architects turned their energies from the built to the
unbuilt, redefining themselves as planners and creating original designs to excite the public about postwar
architecture. Shanken recasts the wartime era as a crucible for the intermingling of modernist architecture
and consumer culture.

Challenging the pervasive idea that corporate capitalism corrupted the idealism of modernist architecture in
the postwar era, 194X shows instead that architecture’s wartime partnership with corporate American was
founded on shared anxieties and ideals. Business and architecture were brought together in innovative ways,
as shown by Shanken’s persuasive reading of magazine advertisements for Revere Copper and Brass, U.S.
Gypsum, General Electric, and other companies that prominently featured the work of leading progressive
architects, including Louis I. Kahn, Eero Saarinen, and Walter Gropius.

Although the unexpected prosperity of the postwar era made the architecture of 194X obsolete before it
could be built and led to its exclusion from the story of twentieth-century American architecture, Shanken
makes clear that its anticipatory rhetoric and designs played a crucial role in the widespread acceptance
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that 194X: Architecture,
Planning, and Consumer Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture)
book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jennifer McNab:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer
Culture on the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jennifer Garza:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on the American Home
Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture).

Michael Aldrich:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually 194X: Architecture, Planning, and Consumer Culture on
the American Home Front (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.
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