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When Whitney Balliett's American Musicians appeared in the Fall of 1986, the acclaim it received was
universal. Leonard Feather, writing in the Los Angeles Times, said "no other writer now living can write with
comparable grace and equal enthusiasm about everyone from Jack Teagarden and Art Tatum to Cecil Taylor
and Ornette Coleman.” And Bruce Cook in The New Leader called the book "the quintessential Whitney
Balliett, the cream of the cream, a collection that leaves no doubt about his strength."”

That book gathered together all of Balliett's profiles of jazz instrumentalists. Here, in the revised edition of
American Sngers, Balliett has added thirteen new biographical profiles to double the size of the book and
provide the perfect complement to American Musicians. It now contains al the profiles on singers that
Balliett has written for The New Yorker. Alongside original chapters on such great vocalists as Ray Charles,
Tony Bennett, Joe Turner and Alberta Hunter, Balliett has added fresh portraits of Mel Torme, Julius La
Rosa, George Shearing, and Peggy Lee. To his study of four masters of the cabaret (Hugh Shannon, Mabel
Mercer, Bobby Short, and Blossom Dearie) he has joined afifth, Julie Wilson. There are new chapters on
singer-pianists Cleo Brown and Nellie Lutcher, aswell as on Carol Sloane, Betty Carter, and David
Frishberg. Perhaps most notable is his extended profile of Alec Wilder, one of America's most lyrical and
moving songwriters and composers.

In the three decades that he has written for The New Yorker, Whitney Balliett has earned the reputation as
Americas foremost jazz critic. The late Philip Larkin described him as a "writer who brings jazz journalism
to the verge of poetry,” and Gene Lees called him "one of the most graceful essayists in the English language
on any subject.” He has an unsurpassed ability to convey in words the sound of a singer's voice, and he
makes readers feel, as one observer put it, that they are "sitting with Balliett and his subject and listening in."
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From reader reviews:
Geraldine Nall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhile is reading.
Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this American Singers: Twenty-seven
Portraits in Song book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Babby Miller:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name American Singers:
Twenty-seven Portraits in Song suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era
The particular book untitled American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Songis asingle of several books
that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in
the ssmple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you alot
of information about thisworld now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Rebecca Esquivel:

The book untitled American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraits in Song contain alot of information on this.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Jason Braden:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication American Singers: Twenty-seven Portraitsin Song was filled
about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get book that you wanted.
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