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When Edith Wharton became friends with Henry James, she joined a group of men who became her "inner
circle" or, sometimes, "the happy few." This group included both well-known figures, such as James, Percy
Lubbock, and Bernard Berenson, and several now forgotten, including John Hugh Smith, Walter Berry,
Gaillard Lapsley, Robert Norton, and Howard Sturgis. Drawing on unpublished archival material by and
about members of the circle, Susan Goodman here presents an intimate view of this American expatriate
community, as well as the larger transatlantic culture it mirrored. She explores how the group, which began
forming around 1904 and lasted until Wharton's death in 1937, defined itself against the society its founders
had left in the United States, while simultaneously criticizing and accommodating the one it found in Europe.
Tracing Wharton's individual relationships with these men and their relationships with one another, she
examines literary kinships and movements in the biographical and feminist context of gender, exile, and
aesthetics. Individual chapters focus on the history of the circle, its connections to and competition with the
Bloomsbury Group, the central friendship of Wharton and James, the dynamics of influence within the
circle, and the effect of Wharton's vision of the inner circle on her fiction. A concluding chapter examines
the phenomenon of literary exile and investigates how other writers - Gertrude Stein and F. Scott Fitzgerald,
among them - positioned themselves in their inherited or chosen places. Filled with new insights into
Wharton's works and her relationships with a group of asexual or homoerotically oriented men, this study
will be important reading for allreaders of American literature, literary modernism, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Edith Wharton's Inner Circle
(Literary Modernism Series) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Eric Fincher:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series) book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with
Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do
you even now thinking Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism Series) is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Linda Gabriel:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary
Modernism Series) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Bess Cook:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Edith Wharton's Inner Circle (Literary Modernism
Series) as the daily resource information.
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