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In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson acquired 828,000 square miles of French territory in what became
known as the Louisiana Purchase. Although today Louisiana makes up only a small portion of this immense
territory, this exceptional state embraces a larger-than-life history and a cultural blend unlike any other in the
nation. Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina, a collection of fourteen essays compiled and
edited by John Lowe, captures all of the flavor and richness of the state's heritage, illuminating how
Louisiana, despite its differences from the rest of the United States, is a microcosm of key national concerns
-- including regionalism, race, politics, immigration, global connections, folklore, musical traditions,
ethnicity, and hybridity.

Divided into five parts, the volume opens with an examination of Louisiana's origins, with pieces on Native
Americans, French and German explorers, and slavery. Two very different but complementary essays follow
with investigations into the ongoing attempts to define Creoles and creolization. No collection on Louisiana
would be complete without attention to its remarkable literary traditions, and several contributors offer
tantalizing readings of some of the Pelican State's most distinguished writers -- a dazzling array of artists any
state would be proud to claim. The volume also includes pieces on a couple of eccentric mythologies distinct
to Louisiana and explorations of Louisiana's unique musical heritage.

Throughout, the international slate of contributors explores the idea of place, particularly the concept of
Louisiana as the center of the Caribbean wheel, where Cajuns, Creoles, Cubans, Haitians, Jamaicans, and
others are part of a New World configuration, connected by their linguistic identity, landscape and climate,
religion, and French and Spanish heritage. A poignant conclusion considers the devastating impact of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and what the storms mean for Louisiana's cultural future.

A rich portrait of Louisiana culture, this volume stands as a reminder of why that culture must be preserved.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sudduth:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Louisiana
Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina (Southern Literary Studies)? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jonas Jones:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to
Katrina (Southern Literary Studies) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Louisiana Culture from the
Colonial Era to Katrina (Southern Literary Studies) is not only giving you much more new information but
also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship together with the book Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina
(Southern Literary Studies). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Brett Nash:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Louisiana Culture from the Colonial
Era to Katrina (Southern Literary Studies) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mary Adams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading
a guide. The book Louisiana Culture from the Colonial Era to Katrina (Southern Literary Studies) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high
quality.
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