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From the beginning of our nation's history, with the Puritan and Protestant work ethics, through the 1950s,
thrift was considered an important virtue, both with regard to the moral fiber of the country and as a support
for its continuing economic well-being. The ideathat deferring immediate pleasures to accumulate wealth for
increased future value was considered virtuous, not just by the citizens but by politicians and the government
aswell. In thisfascinating history of thrift, David Tucker describes how, after the Eisenhower period, thrift
became an outdated, outmoded concept, and how the abandonment of thrift isin large part responsible for
our current economic position.

Tucker begins his study by tracing the thrift culture in which America was born, which continued its
dominance for more than a century. The notion that frugality was the best means for promoting the general
welfare remained unchanged until the late nineteenth century, when an angry protest against more thrifty
Chinese immigrants led to areversal in cultural attitudes. A new ideal of ahigher standard of living--
supported by spending, consumption, and debt-- undercut the old virtue of thrift. Throughout the twentieth
century, advertising, consumer credit, and a self-indulgent psychology have eroded the practice of frugality.
In addition to this history, Tucker explores the dangers of the thriftless society, comparing America's current
position to the economic rise and decline of the United Kingdom. With a savings rate that has fallen from 15
percent to 4 percent, and a government that routinely appropriates more than 100 percent of tax revenues,
Tucker sees amoral deficiency in Americans. Thrift is no obsolescent virtue, he observes, if the nation is
concerned with preserving a standard of living. This unique history and commentary will be a useful
supplement to coursesin current affairs, American history, and economics, as well as a significant addition
to college, university, and public libraries.
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From reader reviews:
Willard Callahan:

Baook will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Decline of Thrift in America: Our Cultural
Shift from Saving to Spending will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidenceif you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Joseph McNeal:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book The Decline of Thrift in America: Our Cultural Shift from Saving to
Spending it is quite good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too costly
but this book has high quality.

Henry Evans:

The Decline of Thriftin America: Our Cultural Shift from Saving to Spending can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Decline of Thrift in America: Our Cultural Shift from Saving to Spending yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Michael Stricklin:

This The Decline of Thrift in America: Our Cultural Shift from Saving to Spending is completely new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this The Decline of Thrift in America: Our Cultural Shift from Saving to Spending can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book contact form. People who



think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book variety for your better life aswell as knowledge.
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