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The Union Navy played a vital role in winning the Civil War by blockading Confederate ports, cooperating
with the Union Army in amphibious assaults, and operating on the Mississippi River and its tributaries. To
wage this multifaceted war, Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles divided the Union Navy into six
squadrons. The book examines who Welles assigned to squadron command and why he appointed these
officers. Taaffe argues that President Abraham Lincoln gave Welles considerable latitude in picking
squadron commanders. Lincoln not only trusted Welles’s judgment, but he also understood that the Navy
was not as important to the Union war effort militarily and politically as the Army, so there was less of a
need for him to oversee closely its operations. Welles used this authority to make appointments to squadron
command based on several criteria. Welles factored into his mental calculations seniority, availability, and
political connections, but he was most interested in an officer’s record, character, and abilities. Although
some of Welles’s earliest selections left something to be desired, his insight improved markedly as the war
continued and he gained a greater understanding of the Navy and its officer corps. Indeed, by the end of the
conflict, Welles had become quite ruthless in his search for effective squadron commanders capable of filling
the Navy’s increasingly difficult missions. In doing so, he contributed greatly to Union victory in the Civil
War. The book covers some of the Civil War’s most important campaigns and battles, such as the Union
assaults on New Orleans, Charleston, Mobile Bay, and Fort Fisher, and the fighting on the Mississippi River.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

The book Commanding Lincoln's Navy: Union Naval Leadership During the Civil War make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Commanding Lincoln's Navy: Union Naval Leadership During the Civil War to be your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Commanding Lincoln's Navy: Union
Naval Leadership During the Civil War. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Lisa Streeter:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Commanding Lincoln's Navy:
Union Naval Leadership During the Civil War, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jesse Nance:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Commanding Lincoln's Navy: Union Naval Leadership During the Civil
War why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Harold Baughman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Commanding
Lincoln's Navy: Union Naval Leadership During the Civil War.
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