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Disease—real or imagined, physical or mental—is a common theme in Western literature and is often a
symbol of modern alienation. In Literary Diseases, a comprehensive analysis of the metaphorical and
symbolic force of disease in modern Italian literature, Gian-Paolo Biasin expands the geography of the
discussion of this important theme. Using as a backdrop the perspective of European experiences of the
previous hundred years, Biasin analyzes the theme of disease as a reflection of certain sociological and
historical phenomena in modern European novels, as a metaphor for the world visions of selected Italian
novelists, and especially as a vehicle for understanding the nature and function of fiction itself.

The core of Biasin’s study is found in his discussion of the works of four major Italian writers. In his
criticism of the novels of Giovanni Verga, who stood at the center of many complex developments in the
nineteenth century, he examines the antecedents of modern Italian prose. He then scrutinizes the works of
Italo Svevo and Luigi Pirandello, who together inaugurated the modern novel in Italy. Of particular interest
is his exploration of their critical use of psychoanalysis and madness climaxed by apocalyptic visions. He
then discusses the prose of Carlo Emilio Gadda, which epitomizes the problems of the avant-garde in its
experimentalism and expressionism.

Biasin utilizes a broad spectrum of critical approaches—from sociology, psychoanalysis, and different trends
in modern French, American, and Italian literary criticism—in shaping his own methodology, which is a
thematic and structural symbolism. He concludes that disease in literature should be considered as a
metaphor for writing (écriture) and as a cognitive instrument that calls into question the anthropocentric
values of Western culture. The book, with its textual comparisons and unusual supporting examples,
constitutes a significant methodological contribution as well as a major survey of modern Italian prose, and
will allow the reader to see traditional landmarks in European fiction in a new light.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Literary Diseases:
Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Neil Calvert:

This book untitled Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Juanita Geil:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in
the Italian Novel, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Tammie Torres:

Beside that Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel in your phone, it might give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Literary Diseases: Theme and Metaphor in the Italian Novel because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from currently!
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