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Buddhism comes in many forms, but in Japan it stands apart from all the rest in one most striking way?the
monks get married. In Neither Monk nor Layman, the most comprehensive study of this topic in any
language, Richard Jaffe addresses the emergence of an openly married clergy as a momentous change in the
history of modern Japanese Buddhism. He demonstrates, in clear and engaging prose, that this shift was not
an easy one for Japanese Buddhists. Yet the transformation that began in the early Meiji period
(1868–1912)?when monks were ordered by government authorities to marry, to have children, and to eat
meat?today extends to all the country’s Buddhist denominations.

Jaffe traces the gradual acceptance of clerical marriage by Japanese Buddhists from the premodern
emergence of the "clerical marriage problem" in the Edo period to its widespread practice by the start of
World War II. In doing so he considers related issues such as the dissolution of clerical status and the
growing domestication of Japanese temple life. This book reveals the deep contradictions between sectarian
teachings that continue to idealize renunciation and a clergy whose lives closely resemble those of their
parishioners in modern Japanese society. It will attract not only scholars of religion and of Japanese history,
but all those interested in the encounter-conflict between regimes of modernization and religious institutions
and the fate of celibate religious practices in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

The e-book with title Neither Monk nor Layman: Clerical Marriage in Modern Japanese Buddhism has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Edward Torres:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be read. Neither Monk nor Layman: Clerical Marriage in Modern Japanese Buddhism can
be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Josette Roscoe:

Beside that Neither Monk nor Layman: Clerical Marriage in Modern Japanese Buddhism in your phone, it
may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Neither Monk nor Layman: Clerical Marriage in Modern Japanese
Buddhism because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from right now!

Karen Johnson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books.
Among the books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Neither Monk nor Layman: Clerical
Marriage in Modern Japanese Buddhism. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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