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Anthropology is a science whose most significant discoveries have come when it has taken its bearings from
literature, and what makes Paul Radin’s Primitive Man as Philosopher a seminal piece of anthropological
inquiry is that it is also a book of enduring wonder. Writing in the 1920s, when anthropology was still young,
Radin set out to show that “primitive” cultures are as intellectually sophisticated and venturesome as any of
their “civilized” counterparts. The basic questions about the structure of the natural world, the nature of right
and wrong, and the meaning of life and death, as well as basic methods of considering the truth or falsehood
of the answers those questions give rise to, are, Radin argues, recognizably consistent across the whole range
of human societies. He rejects both the romantic myth of the noble savage and the rationalist dismissal of the
primitive mind as essentially undeveloped, averring that the anthropologist and the anthropologist’s subject
meet on the same philosophical ground, and only when that is acknowledged can anthropology begin in
earnest. The argument is clearly and forcibly made in pages that also contain an extraordinary collection of
poems, proverbs, myths, and tales from a host of different cultures, making Primitive Man as Philosopher
not only a lasting contribution to the discipline of anthropology but a unique, rich, and fascinating anthology,
one that both illuminates and enlarges our imagination of the human.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Sullivan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Primitive Man as
Philosopher (NYRB Classics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Erik Hilyard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB
Classics) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Bessie Hall:

This book untitled Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Krystal Sutherland:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Primitive Man as Philosopher (NYRB Classics) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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