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Eating and speaking are physically linked by the obvious biological fact that both are concerned with the
mouth; thusis formed the first of many connections between food and literature. Arabic culture in particular
manifests a special concern for this linkage: the Prophet himself reputedly referred to the Qur'an as "God's
banquet." Geert Jan van Gelder’s God's Banquet surveys the many and varied ways in which food appearsin
classical Arabic literature, including pre-Islamic poetry, the Qur'an, Islamic poetry and tales, the Thousand
and One Nights, and popular genres such as the adab-anthol ogies and satires. Focusing more on dishes than
foodstuffs, on concoctions rather than ingredients, van Gelder is concerned with how food is depicted, as
well as how literary texts are shaped by the theme of food. Van Gelder traces this sumptuously rich topic
across a broad swath of primary sources. In the process, he explores the connections between food and a
great variety of themes central to Arabic culture, such as: - banquets and the prestige of prodigal hospitality -
abstinence and piety vs. satiety and sin - smorgasbords and rich, literary diction - food and parody - "the two
good things" (al-atyaban) -food and sex -without which life is not worth living God’s Banquet also
investigates the representations of stereotypical dietsto distinguish different types of people -contrasting, for
example, Sufis and Bedouins, princes and peasants, aesthetes and "women of easy virtue." More unusual
subjects, such asthe roles of various dishes in dream interpretation, aswell astheidea of thetext itself asa
sort of banquet, also receive witty and lucid treatment in van Gelder’s expert hands. God’s Banquet provides
afeast of food-lore in one of the world’s most important cultures and a well-hewn gem of literary analysis
for anyone interested in Arabic literature.
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From reader reviews:
Justin Price:

The event that you get from God's Banquet: Food in Classical Arabic Literature may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but God's Banquet: Food in Classical Arabic Literature giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular God's Banquet: Food
in Classical Arabic Literature instantly.

Irving Gaston:

Often the book God's Banquet: Food in Classical Arabic Literature will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new
book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book God's Banquet: Food in Classical Arabic
Literature is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Patricia Carter:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled God's Banquet: Food in Classical Arabic Literature your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The God's Banguet: Food in Classical Arabic Literature giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better lifein
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern hereis your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Clifford McDani€l:

Isit an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This God's Banquet: Food in Classical Arabic
Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending
your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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