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Using Assessment to Measure True L earning

Teaching with grades that basically measure completion and compliance does a disservice to students,
teachers, and the community. Fairview High School teachers have devel oped a program that measures a
student s mastery of concepts a grading process that actually values learning. Told through the teachers own
experiences, with practical examples and sample rubrics, this book provides a vision of how to create atrue
learning culturein atraditional high school setting.

It sall about the lear ning Fairview High School could do well on minimum- proficiency testing, yet one
day principal Tony Donen realized that the grades he examined didn t make much sense. There must be a
better way, he thought, to measure what students really know about subject matter.

His quest for better assessments led him to assemble ateam of teachers to think outside the box. Donen
challenged the team to build a gradebook from the ground up a method of evaluating what pupils have
learned in terms of mastering the material. As simple as it sounds, the results are nothing less than
extraordinary: better understanding, improved communication, and more mastery of material.

Why traditional grading doesn t work

| began looking very closely at student grades down to every individual assignment, and thisiswhat | found.
Grades were a culmination of random percentage weights on different types of assignments with little
forethought into what the grades were telling us about the learning that we were supposed to be holding in
the highest esteemn. Many grades were based on the luck of which teacher a student had for class. In all
classes there were many grades based on work habits such as doing work on time and complying with
teacher requests as opposed to verifying that learning did take place for a specific target. To me it came
down to two basic items. completion versus mastery. And it was clear that every grade we had could speak
to completion and very few could tell me something about student mastery. Author Tony Donen

The necessity for assessment

Changing student achievement can be done in many different ways. Take some time to study the research.
What you will find isthat ultimately the Number One, top-of-the-list, most crucia piecein making
achievement gains for any teacher is through assessment practices. And so, with the very little knowledge |
had on how to exactly do that and the limited amount of information | could find on this actually happening
in a high school setting, | sat down with one of my math teachers and decided to begin with the most obvious
and blatant area of assessment the grade book.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Yost:

Within other casg, little people like to read book Grades Don't Matter: Using Assessment to Measure True
Learning. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
isimportant some sort of book Grades Don't Matter: Using Assessment to Measure True Learning. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Lena Garcia:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Grades Don't Matter:
Using Assessment to Measure True Learning suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Grades Don't Matter: Using Assessment to Measure True
Learningis one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this publication. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Steve Domingo:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Grades
Don't Matter: Using Assessment to Measure True Learning, you may tells your family, friends aswell as
soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Marc Medina;

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the booksin the top
record in your reading list will be Grades Don't Matter: Using Assessment to Measure True Learning. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By



looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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