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"Hop-Frog" (originally "Hop-Frog; Or, the Eight Chained Ourangoutangs") is a short story by American
writer Edgar Allan Poe, first published in 1849. The title character, a dwarf taken from his homeland,
becomes the jester of a king particularly fond of practical jokes. Taking revenge on the king and his cabinet
for striking his friend and fellow dwarf Trippetta, he dresses them as orangutans for a masquerade. In front
of the king's guests, Hop-Frog murders them all by setting their costumes on fire before escaping with
Trippetta. Critical analysis has suggested that Poe wrote the story as a form of literary revenge against a
woman named Elizabeth F. Ellet and her circle. The court jester Hop-Frog, "being also a dwarf and a
cripple", is the much-abused "fool" of the unnamed king. This king has an insatiable sense of humor: "he
seemed to live only for joking". Both Hop-Frog and his best friend, the dancer Trippetta (also small, but
beautiful and well-proportioned), have been stolen from their homeland and essentially function as slaves.
Because of his physical deformity, which prevents him from walking upright, the King nicknames him
"Hop-Frog". Hop-Frog reacts severely to alcohol, and though the king knows this, he forces Hop-Frog to
consume several goblets full. Trippetta begs the king to stop and, in front of seven members of his cabinet
council, he strikes her and throws another goblet of wine into her face. The powerful men laugh at the
expense of their two servants and ask Hop-Frog (who suddenly becomes sober and cheerful) for advice on an
upcoming masquerade. He suggests some very realistic costumes for the men: costumes of orangutans
chained together. The men love the idea of scaring their guests and agree to wear tight-fitting shirts and pants
saturated with tar and covered with flax. In full costume, the men are then chained together and led into the
"grand saloon" of masqueraders just after midnight. As predicted, the guests are shocked and many believe
the men to be real "beasts of some kind in reality, if not precisely ourang-outangs". Many rush for the doors
to escape, but the King has insisted the doors be locked; the keys are left with Hop-Frog. Amidst the chaos,
Hop-Frog attaches a chain from the ceiling to the chain linked around the men in costume. The chain then
pulls them up via pulley (presumably by Trippetta, who had arranged the room so) far above the crowd.
Hop-Frog puts on a spectacle so that the guests presume "the whole matter as a well-contrived pleasantry."
He claims he can identify the culprits by looking at them up close. He climbs up to their level, and holds a
torch close to the men's faces. They quickly catch fire: "In less than half a minute the whole eight ourang-
outangs were blazing fiercely, amid the shrieks of the multitude who gazed at them from below, horror-
stricken, and without the power to render them the slightest assistance." Finally, before escaping through a
sky-light with Trippetta to their home country, Hop-Frog identifies the men in costume: I now see
distinctly... what manner of people these maskers are. They are a great king and his seven privy-
councillors—a king who does not scruple to strike a defenceless girl, and his seven councillors who abet him
in the outrage. As for myself, I am simply Hop-Frog, the jester—and this is my last jest.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American Literature).

Peggy Nunes:

Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American Literature) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Hop-Frog (Tale
Blazers: American Literature) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Garland Thorpe:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers:
American Literature) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Anita Cannon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Hop-Frog (Tale Blazers: American
Literature).
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