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The life of the German-Jewish literary critic and philosopher Walter Benjamin (1892-1940) is a veritable
allegory of the life of letters in the twentieth century. Benjamin's intellectual odyssey culminated in his death
by suicide on the Franco-Spanish border, pursued by the Nazis, but long before he had traveled to the Soviet
Union. His stunning account of that journey is unique among Benjamin's writings for the frank, merciless
way he struggles with his motives and conscience.

Perhaps the primary reason for his trip was his affection for Asja Lacis, a Latvian Bolshevik whom he had
first met in Capri in 1924 and who would remain an important intellectual and erotic influence on him
throughout the twenties and thirties. Asja Lacis resided in Moscow, eking out a living as a journalist, and
Benjamin's diary is, on one level, the account of his masochistic love affair with this elusive--and rather
unsympathetic--object of desire. On another level, it is the story of a failed romance with the Russian
Revolution; for Benjamin had journeyed to Russia not only to inform himself firsthand about Soviet society,
but also to arrive at an eventual decision about joining the Communist Party. Benjamin's diary paints the
dilemma of a writer seduced by the promises of the Revolution yet unwilling to blinker himself to its human
and institutional failings.

Moscow Diary is more than a record of ideological ambivalence; its literary value is considerable. Benjamin
is one of the great twentieth-century physiognomists of the city, and his portrait of hibernal Moscow stands
beside his brilliant evocations of Berlin, Naples, Marseilles, and Paris. Students of this particularly
interesting period will find Benjamin's eyewitness account of Moscow extraordinarily illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

This Moscow Diary book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Moscow Diary
without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Moscow Diary can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Moscow Diary having
excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Luther Ritenour:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Moscow Diary the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Moscow Diary
giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Devin Glass:

Beside this specific Moscow Diary in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Moscow Diary because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and read it from currently!

Delilah Jordan:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Moscow Diary when you desired it?
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