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Novalis traces the meteoric career of one of the most striking—and most strikingly misunderstood—figures
of German Romanticism. Although Friedrich von Hardenberg (better known by his pseudonym, Novalis)
published scarcely eighty pages of writings in his lifetime, his considerable fame and influence continued to
spread long after his death in 1801. His posthumous reputation, however, was largely based on the myth
manufactured by opportunistic editors, as Wm. Arctander O’Brien reveals in this book, the first to extract
Hardenberg from the distortions of history.
A member of the generation of the 1770s that included Hegel, Hölderlin, and Schelling, Hardenberg was an
avid follower of the French Revolution, a semiotician avant la lettre, and a prescient critic of religion. Yet in
1802, only a year after his death, the writer who had scandalized the Prussian court was marketed to a nation
at war as a reactionary patriot, a sweet versifier of Idealism, and a morbid mystic. Identifying the break
between Hardenberg’s own early Romanticism and the late Romanticism that falsified it, Novalis shows us a
writer fully engaged in revolutionary politics and examines his semiotic readings of philosophy and of the
political, scientific, and religious institutions of the day. Drawing on the full range of Novalis’s writings,
including his poetry, notebooks, novels, and journals, O’Brien situates his semiotics between those of the
eighteenth century and those of the twentieth and demonstrates the manner in which a concern for signs and
language permeated all aspects of his thought.
The most extensive study of Hardenberg available in English, Novalis makes this revolutionary theoretician
visible for the first time. Mining a crucial chapter in the history of semiotics and social theory, it suggests
fruitful, sometimes problematic connections between semiotic, historical, "deconstructive," and philological
practices as it presents a portrait of one of the most complex figures in literary history. Indispensable for
scholars of German Romanticism, Novalis will also be of interest to students of comparative literature and
European intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Novalis: Signs of Revolution (Post-contemporary
interventions) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Hyacinth Mills:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Novalis: Signs of Revolution (Post-contemporary interventions) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers
high quality.

Glenna Monaghan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Novalis: Signs of Revolution (Post-
contemporary interventions) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Novalis: Signs of Revolution (Post-contemporary interventions) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kelly Gomes:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Novalis: Signs of Revolution (Post-contemporary interventions) when you essential it?
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