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Admired, respected, and remembered as legendary heroes, ironworkers occupied a special social position in
precolonia west central Africa. Pride of Men investigates how and why this was so.

Colleen Kriger unveils the "mystique” of ritual and legend surrounding ironworking to shed light on the
labor processes, workplaces, and metalwares that were deemed so indispensable to central African societies.
She identifies complex patters of iron production and consumption that reveal master blacksmiths, as
opposed to smelters, to be the key for understanding the special status of ironworkers during the nineteenth
century. Successful smiths were wealthy and worldly. In addition to designing and making effective tools
and weapons, metallic forms of currencies, and impressive symbols of prestige, blacksmiths created and
reshaped social networks and cultural values that extended far beyond their own local communities.

This study raises issues about the definitions and structures of work in precolonia Africa, the roles of
material objectsin conveying public messages about power and prestige, and the ways in which cultural
practices both constrain and encourage innovation and technological change.
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From reader reviews:
Cinthia Beltran:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Pride of Men (Social History of Africa (Paperback)), you may tells your family, friendsin addition
to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Benjamin White:

This Pride of Men (Socia History of Africa (Paperback)) is new way for you who has attention to ook for
some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Pride of Men (Socia History of
Africa (Paperback)) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy
to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, surel meanin
the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't missthat! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
in addition to knowledge.

Barbara Lewis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Pride of Men (Socia History of
Africa (Paperback)) can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have Pride of Men (Social History
of Africa (Paperback)).

Christopher Decker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your persona teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Pride
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