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William Blake once wrote that "The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom." Inspired by these poetic
terms, Jeffrey J. Kripal reveals how the works of scholars of mysticism are often rooted in their own mystical
experiences, "roads of excess," which can both lead to important insights into these scholars' works and point
us to our own "palaces of wisdom."

In his new book, Kripal addresses the twentieth-century study of mysticism as a kind of mystical tradition in
its own right, with its own unique histories, discourses, sociological dynamics, and rhetorics of secrecy.
Fluidly combining autobiography and biography with scholarly exploration, Kripal takes us on a tour of
comparative mystical thought by examining the lives and works of five major historians of
mysticism—Evelyn Underhill, Louis Massignon, R. C. Zaehner, Agehananda Bharati, and Elliot
Wolfson—as well as relating his own mystical experiences. The result, Kripal finds, is seven "palaces of
wisdom": the religious power of excess, the necessity of distance in the study of mysticism, the relationship
between the mystical and art, the dilemmas of male subjectivity and modern heterosexuality, a call for
ethical criticism, the paradox of the insider-outsider problem in the study of religion, and the magical power
of texts and their interpretation.
An original and penetrating analysis of modern scholarship and scholars of mysticism, Roads of Excess,
Palaces of Wisdom is also a persuasive demonstration of the way this scholarly activity is itself a mystical
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Doyle:

The book untitled Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism
is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism
and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kent Walker:

Beside this specific Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of
Mysticism in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom:
Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right
now!

Ross Turner:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Roads of Excess, Palaces of
Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Fred Peterson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of
Mysticism. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book.
It can bring you from one place to other place.
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