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Charles A. Bear’s An Economic Interpretation of the United States Constitution was awork of such powerful
persuasiveness as to alter the course of American historiography. No historian who followed in studying the
making of the Constitution was entirely free from Beard’ s radical interpretation of the document as serving
the economic interests of the Framers as members of the propertied class. Forrest McDonald' s We the People
was the first major challenge to Beard' s thesis. This superbly researched and documented volume restored
the Constitution as the work of principled and prudential men. It did much to invalidate the crude economic
determinism that had become endemic in the writing of American history.

We the Peoplefillsin the details that Beard had overlooked in his fragmentary book. MacDonald' swork is
based on an exhaustive comparative examination of the economic biographies of the 55 members of the
Congtitutional Convention and the 1,750 members of the state ratifying conventions. His conclusion is that
on the basis of evidence, Beard’ s economic interpretation does not hold. McDonald demonstrates
conclusively that the interplay of conditioning or determining factors at work in the making of the
Constitution was extremely complex and cannot be rendered intelligible in terms of any single system of
interpretation.

McDonald's classic work, while never denying economic motivation as afactor, also demonstrates how the
rich cultural and political mosaic of the colonies was an independent and dominant factor in the decision
making that led to the first new nation. In its pluralistic approach to economic factors and analytic richness,
We the People is both a major work of American history and a significant document in the history of ideas. It
continues to be an essential volume for historians, political scientists, economists, and American studies
specialists.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Johnson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution. Try to
stumble through book We the People: The Economic Origins of the Constitution as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Margaret Cardwell:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide We the People: The Economic Origins of the
Congtitution will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Harold Walsh:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book We the People: The Economic Origins of the
Constitution. All type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other
social media

CharlesHowell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that can
you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually We the People: The Economic Origins of the
Constitution.
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