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Though considered one of the most important informants about Judaism in the first century CE, the Jewish
historian Flavius Josephus's testimony is often overlooked or downplayed. Jonathan Klawans's Josephus and
the Theologies of Ancient Judaism reexamines Josephus's descriptions of sectarian disagreements concerning
determinism and free will, the afterlife, and scriptural authority. In each case, Josephus's testimony is
analyzed in light of his works' general concerns as well as relevant biblical, rabbinic, and Dead Sea texts.

Many scholars today argue that ancient Jewish sectarian disputes revolved primarily or even exclusively
around matters of ritual law, such as calendar, cultic practices, or priestly succession. Josephus, however,
indicates that the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes disagreed about matters of theology, such as afterlife
and determinism. Similarly, many scholars today argue that ancient Judaism was thrust into a theological
crisis in the wake of the destruction of the second temple in 70 CE, yet Josephus's works indicate that Jews
were readily able to make sense of the catastrophe in light of biblical precedents and contemporary beliefs.

Without denying the importance of Jewish law-and recognizing Josephus's embellishments and
exaggerations-Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism calls for a renewed focus on Josephus's
testimony, and models an approach to ancient Judaism that gives theological questions a deserved place
alongside matters of legal concern. Ancient Jewish theology was indeed significant, diverse, and sufficiently
robust to respond to the crisis of its day.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Cerrone:

This book untitled Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

George Finch:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism.

Ora Barbour:

Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Josephus and the
Theologies of Ancient Judaism yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Juanita Geil:

This Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Josephus and the
Theologies of Ancient Judaism can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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