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America's current system of health insurance, which relies almost exclusively on employer-sponsored
coverage, is in danger of collapse, and this problem is not limited to the poor and working class. An
increasing number of middle class Americans do not have employer-provided insurance and—due to
skyrocketing premiums—cannot afford to purchase coverage for themselves. Reinsuring Health, by
economist Katherine Swartz, examines this growing national crisis and outlines a concrete plan to make
health insurance accessible and affordable for all Americans.

Reinsuring Health documents why the number of uninsured Americans—now 45.5 million people—has
grown in the last twenty-five years. Swartz focuses on how labor market changes—such as the decline of
domestic manufacturing, decreased unionization, and the growth of non-standard work arrangements—have
led U.S. employers to retreat from providing health insurance for their workers. These trends, combined with
the increasing costs of medical care, have led to an explosion in health insurance premiums and a decline in
coverage, particularly among the middle-class. Since those who seek insurance as individuals are generally
most likely to need health care, private insurers charge higher premiums in the individual (non-group)
markets than to people who obtain group insurance. This makes individual health insurance less attractive to
the young and increasingly unaffordable for middle-class Americans. Similarly, insurers charge higher per
person (or per family) premiums to small firms than to large companies, so many small firms do not sponsor
coverage for their employees. Reinsuring Health shows how these problems can be overcome if the federal
government provides a new reinsurance program which would protect insurance companies that provide
small group and individual health insurance against the possibility that their policy-holders will incur very
high medical expenses. By assuming some of the risk that people will face extremely costly medical bills, the
government will make insurers less hesitant to offer coverage to high-risk individuals, and will help drive
down premiums for others. Reinsuring Health demonstrates that this form of government reinsurance has
worked in the past, helping to establish smooth running private markets for catastrophe insurance and
secondary mortgages.

Today, growing numbers of middle class Americans lack health insurance. Protection against the possibility
of falling ill or getting hurt and having to pay extraordinary health care bills should not be a luxury available
only to the very rich and the very poor. Reinsuring Health proposes a straightforward solution that would
bring health insurance back within the reach of the increasing ranks of the uninsured, particularly those who
are in the middle class.
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From reader reviews:

Juanita Hernandez:

The book Reinsuring Health: Why More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and What Government Can Do
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make examining a book Reinsuring Health: Why More Middle-Class People Are
Uninsured and What Government Can Do being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like start and read a reserve Reinsuring Health: Why More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and What
Government Can Do. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Frances Stone:

The experience that you get from Reinsuring Health: Why More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and
What Government Can Do is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Reinsuring Health: Why
More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and What Government Can Do giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Reinsuring Health: Why More Middle-Class
People Are Uninsured and What Government Can Do instantly.

Ross Turner:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Reinsuring Health:
Why More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and What Government Can Do suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Reinsuring Health:
Why More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and What Government Can Dois the one of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Edna Davis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world



can easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Reinsuring Health: Why More Middle-Class People Are Uninsured and What Government Can Do.
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