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On May 25, 2012, President Obama announced that the United States would spend the next thirteen
years — through November 11, 2025 — commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War, and the
American soldiers, “more than 58,000 patriots,” who died in Vietnam. The fact that at least 2.1 million
Vietnamese — soldiers, parents, grandparents, children —also died in that war will be largely unknown and
entirely uncommemorated. And U.S. history barely stops to record the millions of Vietnamese who lived on
after being displaced, tortured, maimed, raped, or born with birth defects, the result of devastating chemicals
wreaked on the land by the U.S. military. The reason for this appalling disconnect of consciousnessliesin an
unremitting public relations campaign waged by top American politicians, military leaders, business people,
and scholars who have spent the last sixty years justifying the U.S. presence in Vietnam. It is a campaign of
patriotic conceit superbly chronicled by John Marciano in The American War in Vietnam: Crime or
Commemor ation?.

A devastating follow-up to Marciano’s 1979 classic Teaching the Vietham War (written with
William L. Griffen), Marciano’s book seeks not to commemorate the Vietham War, but to stop the ongoing
U.S. war on actual history. Marciano reveal s the grandiose flag-waving that stems from the “Noble Cause
principle,” the notion that Americais“chosen by God” to bring democracy to the world. Marciano writes of
the Noble Cause being invoked unsparingly by presidents — from Jimmy Carter, in his observation that,
regarding Vietnam, “the destruction was mutual,” to Barack Obama, who continues the flow of romantic
media propaganda: “The United States of America ... will remain the greatest force for freedom the world
has ever known.”

The result is critical writing and teaching at its best. This book will find a home in classrooms where
teachers seek to do more than repeat the trite glorifications of U.S. empire. It will provide students
everywhere with insights that can prepare them to change the world.
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From reader reviews:
Yolanda Ocasio:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The American War in
Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Richard Williams:

The reserve with title The American War in Vietham: Crime or Commemoration? has ot of information that
you can study it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

William Quesada:

Beside this The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!

Jonathan Thurman:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The American
War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration?. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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