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In nineteenth-century America, the law insisted that marriage was a permanent relationship defined by the
husband's authority and the wife's dependence. Yet at the same time the law created the means to escape that
relationship. How was this possible? And how did wives and husbands experience marriage within that legal
regime? These are the complexities that Hendrik Hartog plumbs in a study of the powers of law and its
limits.

Exploring a century and a half of marriage through stories of struggle and conflict mined from case records,
Hartog shatters the myth of a golden age of stable marriage. He describes the myriad ways the law shaped
and defined marital relations and spousal identities, and how individuals manipulated and reshaped the rules
of the American states to fit their needs. We witness a compelling cast of characters: wives who attempted to
leave abusive husbands, women who manipulated their marital status for personal advantage, accidental and
intentional bigamists, men who killed their wives' lovers, couples who insisted on divorce in a legal culture
that denied them that right.

As we watch and listen to these men and women, enmeshed in law and escaping from marriages, we catch
reflected images both of ourselves and our parents, of our desires and our anxieties about marriage. Hartog
shows how our own conflicts and confusions about marital roles and identities are rooted in the history of
marriage and the legal struggles that defined and transformed it.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

The book Man and Wife in America: A History can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Man and Wife in America: A History? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Man and Wife in America: A History
has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Gallagher:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Man and Wife in America: A
History which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

David Anthony:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Man and Wife in America: A History can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Mark Nixon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Man and Wife in America: A History was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Man and Wife in America: A History has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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