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Highlighting popular works by P.D. James, Colin Dexter, Ian Pears and Umberto Eco, among others, this
subtle and intelligently written monograph examines the treatment of religion in the genre of contemporary
murder mystery novels, and the implications of this phenomenon for understanding Christian thought in a
post-Christian society. The book begins by considering the critical question of authorial intent and the
question of genre criticism and what makes a genre, a 'serious' literary specialism. Is crime fiction ever
destined to be written by 'serious authors'? Erb argues that P D James proves this possible, writing for a
multi-faceted, secular, popular audience and setting her books in a Christian context. The question, what is
mystery is fully explored in the opening chapter, where Erb examines James' A Taste for Death and Devices
and Desires, and contrasts their treatment of mystery with Colin Dexter's treatment in Death is now my
Neighbour. The second chapter considers the popularity of detective fiction at large focussing on James'
Original Sin and Umberto Eco's The Name of the Rose. The third chapter focuses on the problem of justice.
Who is the murderer? This is the key to all detective novels: the murder itself is secondary. The narrative
depends on the murderer's ability to replace a crime with a convincingly constructed illusion of innocence,
and to escape punishment by means of good manners. Erb explores this problem, first evident in Exodus, in
P D James' A Certain Justice and Ian Pears' An Instance of the Fingerpost. Finally Erb looks at retribution.
Can justice ever be anything more than retribution, death without hope? What satisfaction can be made for
the loss of a human life? How can a murderer ever fully confess a crime and experience thanksgiving in final
release from the consequences? These questions are considered in light of James' Death in Holy Orders, and
Colin Dexter's A Remorseful Day.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Roop:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Murder, Manners and Mystery
(John Albert Hall Lecture Series) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Murder, Manners and Mystery (John Albert Hall Lecture Series) book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer of Murder, Manners and Mystery (John Albert Hall Lecture Series) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Murder, Manners and Mystery (John Albert Hall
Lecture Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ida Johnson:

This book untitled Murder, Manners and Mystery (John Albert Hall Lecture Series) to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

April Baker:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Murder, Manners and Mystery (John Albert Hall Lecture Series) can be your answer because it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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