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In 1923, not long after oil had started gushing from northern Montana fields, real-estate sales in nearby
Shelby were declining, dimming the little town’ s prospects of becoming the “ Tulsa of the West.” Then the
mayor’ s son dreamed up a marketing ploy: offer to host heavyweight champion Jack Dempsey’ s next fight.
What began as a publicity stunt soon spiraled into a civic drama unlike any Montana had ever seen—or ever
would again. Shelby’s Folly tells this story in full for the first time.

Against the background of boom-and-bust Montana history, the folly of Shelby’swould-be promoters
unfoldsin colorful detail. It took months to persuade Dempsey’ s conniving manager, Jack “Doc” Kearns, to
sign a $300,000 contract. With less than two months before the July 4th fight, the town still had no stadium
and no accommaodations for tens of thousands of expected fans. Jason Kelly describes the promoters
desperate measures and their disastrous results, from the first inkling of the ideato the bitter end of the
fifteen-round boxing match. Shelby residents identified with the underdog challenger, Tommy Gibbons, who
went toe-to-toe with the champion in an atmosphere crackling with tension. Nerves were so frayed that a
holiday firecracker exploding in the arena sent shockwaves of fear through the crowd. A soap opera of
financial intrigue and chicanery, Shelby’ s Folly chronicles how Big Sky ambition and the scheming mind of
Doc Kearns collided to produce one of the most preposterous series of events in boxing history.

Watch the Shelby's Folly book trailer on Y ouTube.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Lawless:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Weéll, probably you will require this Shelby's Folly: Jack Dempsey, Doc Kearns, and the Shakedown of a
Montana Boomtown.

Dorothy Alvarez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
aswell as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity thisislook different you
can read the book. It isredlly fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading areserve. The book Shelby's Folly: Jack Dempsey, Doc Kearns, and the Shakedown of a
Montana Boomtown it is very good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not too costly
but this book offers high quality.

Douglas Elem:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So, this
Shelby's Folly: Jack Dempsey, Doc Kearns, and the Shakedown of a Montana Boomtown can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Effie Steger:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book iswritten or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
In this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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