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We’ve seen the stories of the more ‘glamorous’ Selous Scouts, the SAS and the Rhodesian Air Force, but
very little about the RLI, often underrated, but arguably one of the most effective counter-insurgency units of
all time. This was the unit that brought the ‘Fireforce’ concept to the world’s attention?the devastatingly
ruthless airborne envelopment and annihilation of a guerrilla enemy. Dubbed “The Killing Machine” by
Charles D. Melson, chief historian of the US Marine Corps, the RLI was a veritable ‘foreign legion’ with
over 20 diverse nationalities serving in her ranks.

The RLI, a truly international airborne battalion, fought the bitter Zimbabwean ‘bush war’ for 15 years,
against the overwhelming tide of communist-trained guerrillas. Kill rates don’t win wars, but during its brief
19-year history, it is estimated that the RLI accounted for between 12,000 and 15,000 enemy guerrillas, for
the loss of 135 men. RLI soldiers were recipients of four Silver Crosses and 42 Bronze Crosses of Rhodesia.
An RLI trooper holds the world record for operational parachute descents ?a staggering 73 op jumps?most
under 500 feet!

The Saints is not intended as a definitive history but, with more of a classic ‘scrapbook’ feel, the presentation
attempts to capture the essence of this fine unit?what it was like to be a troopie, one of the ‘ouens’.

Alexandre Binda was born in Beira, Mozambique in 1945. He joined the Rhodesian Army in 1965. Although
he had attested into the Pay Corps, he was to get more operational and combat experience than any of his
colleagues. Between 1968 and 1972 he took part in a dozen or so deployments with RLI and SAS combat-
tracker teams in support of the Portuguese Army in the Tete Province of Mozambique, countering Frelimo
and ZANLA guerrilla incursions from the north. He was awarded a Military Forces Commendation. During
his 15 years in the Rhodesian Army, he did a four-year tour of duty with the Selous Scouts and was
commissioned in 1979. Alex is a keen student of African military history and has written several articles for
Lion & Tusk, the magazine of the Rhodesian Army Association. He is also author of Masodja?A History of
the Rhodesian African Rifles.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Capps:

The book The Saints: The Rhodesian Light Infantry gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Saints: The
Rhodesian Light Infantry to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
start and read a book The Saints: The Rhodesian Light Infantry. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jessica Davis:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Saints: The Rhodesian Light Infantry,
you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Harry Cofield:

The Saints: The Rhodesian Light Infantry can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Saints:
The Rhodesian Light Infantry nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn
you into new stage of crucial considering.

Paul Lopez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Saints: The Rhodesian Light Infantry why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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