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From the founding of the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE to the present, the Chinese have been preoccupied with
the concept of order (zhi). This cultural preoccupation has found expression not only in China's highly
refined bureaucratic institutions and methods of social and economic organization but also in Chinese
philosophy, religious and secular ritual, and a number of comprehensive systems for classifying every form
of human achievement, as well as all natural and supernatural phenomena. Richard J. Smith's Mapping
China and Managing the World focuses on severa crucia devices employed by the Chinese for
understanding and ordering their vast and variegated world, which they saw as encompassing "all under
Heaven."

The book begins with discussions of how the ancient work known as the Yijing (Classic of Changes) and
maps of "the world" became two prominent means by which the Chinese in imperial times (221 BCE to
1912) managed space and time. Smith goes on to show how ritua (li) served as a powerful tool for
overcoming disorder, structuring Chinese society, and maintaining dynastic legitimacy. He then devel ops the
ideathat just as the Chinese classics and histories ordered the past, and ritual ordered the present, so
divination ordered the future. The book concludes by emphasizing the enduring relevance of the Yijing in
Chinese intellectual and cultural life aswell asits place in the history of Sino-foreign interactions.

This selection of essays by one of the foremost scholars of Chinese intellectual and cultural history will be

welcomed by Chinese and East Asian historians, as well as those interested more broadly in the cultures of,
and interactions between, Chinaand East Asia.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Bedgood:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture,
Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asias Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship).

Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a
book Mapping Chinaand Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times
(Asias Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Joshua Atkins:

This Mapping Chinaand Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperia Times
(Asias Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you
will get. This particular Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in
Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) without we understand teach the
one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Mapping China
and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperia Times (Asias
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves turn into full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Mapping
China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asias
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Colleen Edwards:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late
Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get previous to. The Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology
in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this
era. SO now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?



Kirk Thomas:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Mapping China and Managing the World:
Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asias Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Mapping China
and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asias
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore, not at al of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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