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Robots are entering the mainstream. Technologies have advanced to the point of mass commercialization --
Roomba, for example -- and adoption by governments -- most notably, their use of drones. Meanwhile, these
devices are being received by a public whose main sources of information about robots are the fantasies of
popular culture. We know a lot about C-3PO and Robocop but not much about Atlas, Motoman, Kiva, or
Beam -- real-life robots that are reinventing warfare, the industrial workplace, and collaboration. In this
book, technology analyst John Jordan offers an accessible and engaging introduction to robots and robotics,
covering state-of-the-art applications, economic implications, and cultural context.

Jordan chronicles the prehistory of robots and the treatment of robots in science fiction, movies, and
television -- from the outsized influence of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein to Isaac Asimov's I, Robot (in which
Asimov coined the term "robotics"). He offers a guided tour of robotics today, describing the components of
robots, the complicating factors that make robotics so challenging, and such applications as driverless cars,
unmanned warfare, and robots on the assembly line.

Roboticists draw on such technical fields as power management, materials science, and artificial intelligence.
Jordan points out, however, that robotics design decisions also embody such nontechnical elements as value
judgments, professional aspirations, and ethical assumptions, and raise questions that involve law, belief,
economics, education, public safety, and human identity. Robots will be neither our slaves nor our overlords;
instead, they are rapidly becoming our close companions, working in partnership with us -- whether in a
factory, on a highway, or as a prosthetic device. Given these profound changes to human work and life,
Jordan argues that robotics is too important to be left solely to roboticists.
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From reader reviews:

Bertie Lewis:

Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing
Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Brenda Wright:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

William Holt:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Terry Buehler:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Robots (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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