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In 1994, at the height of the AIDS epidemic in the United States, MK Czerwiec took her first nursing job, at
Illinois Masonic Medical Center in Chicago, as part of the caregiving staff of HIV/AIDS Care Unit 371.
Taking Turns pulls back the curtain on life in the ward.

A shining example of excellence in the treatment and care of patients, Unit 371 was a community for
thousands of patients and families affected by HIV and AIDS and the people who cared for them. This
graphic novel combines Czerwiec’s memories with the oral histories of patients, family members, and staff.
It depicts life and death in the ward, the ways the unit affected and informed those who passed through it,
and how many look back on their time there today. Czerwiec joined Unit 371 at a pivotal time in the history
of AIDS: deaths from the syndrome in the Midwest peaked in 1995 and then dropped drastically in the
following years, with the release of antiretroviral protease inhibitors. This positive turn of events led to a
decline in patient populations and, ultimately, to the closure of Unit 371. Czerwiec’s restrained, inviting
drawing style and carefully considered narrative examine individual, institutional, and community responses
to the AIDS epidemic—as well as the role that art can play in the grieving process.

Deeply personal yet made up of many voices, this history of daily life in a unique AIDS care unit is an open,
honest look at suffering, grief, and hope among a community of medical professionals and patients at the
heart of the epidemic.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Rodrigue:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Taking Turns: Stories from HIV/AIDS Care Unit 371
(Graphic Medicine) to read.

Lee Erbe:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Taking Turns: Stories from HIV/AIDS Care
Unit 371 (Graphic Medicine) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Mildred McConkey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Taking Turns: Stories from HIV/AIDS Care Unit 371
(Graphic Medicine) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Francis Corder:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this Taking Turns: Stories from HIV/AIDS Care Unit 371 (Graphic Medicine)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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