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ONE of the causes of the discovery of America was the translation into action of the desire of European
zealots to extend the Catholic religion into other parts. Columbus, we are told, was decidedly missionary in
his efforts and felt that he could not make a more significant contribution to the church than to open new
fields for Christian endeavor. His final success in securing the equipment adequate to the adventure upon the
high seas was to some extent determined by the Christian motives impelling the sovereigns of Spain to
finance the expedition for the reason that it might afford an opportunity for promoting the cause of Christ.
Some of the French who came to the new world to establish their claims by further discovery and
exploration, moreover, were either actuated by similar motives or welcomed the coöperation of earnest
workers thus interested. The first persons proselyted by the Spanish and French missionaries were Indians.
There was not any particular thought of the Negro. It may seem a little strange just now to think of persons
having to be converted to faith in the possibility of the salvation of the Negro, but there were among the
colonists thousands who had never considered the Negro as belonging to the pale of Christianity. Negroes
had been generally designated as infidels; but, in the estimation of their self-styled superiors, they were not
considered the most desirable of this class supposedly arrayed against Christianity. There were few
Christians who did not look forward to the ultimate conversion of those infidels approaching the Caucasian
type, but hardly any desired to make an effort in the direction of proselyting Negroes. When, however, that
portion of this Latin element primarily interested in the exploitation of the Western Hemisphere failed to find
in the Indians the substantial labor supply necessary to their enterprises and at the suggestion of men like las
Casas imported Negroes for this purpose, the missionaries came face to face with the question as to whether
this new sort of heathen should receive the same consideration as that given the Indians. Because of the
unwritten law that a Christian could not be held a slave, the exploiting class opposed any such proselyting;
for, should the slaves be liberated upon being converted, their plans for development would fail for lack of a
labor supply subject to their orders as bondmen. The sovereigns of Europe, once inclined to adopt a sort of
humanitarian policy toward the Negroes, at first objected to their importation into the new world; and when
under the pressure of the interests of the various countries they yielded on this point, it was stipulated that
such slaves should have first embraced Christianity. Later, when further concessions to the capitalists were
necessary, it was provided in the royal decrees of Spain and of France that Africans enslaved in America
should merely be early indoctrinated in the principles of the Christian religion.
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From reader reviews:

Denice Cooke:

This book untitled The History of the Negro Church to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Adele Yeager:

Beside this The History of the Negro Church in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The History of the
Negro Church because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Rosalie Cox:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The History of the Negro Church can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Thomas Gonzalez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The History of the Negro Church can make you experience more interested to read.
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