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This innovative text provides a compelling narrative world history through the lens of food and farmers.
Tracing the world history of agriculture from earliest times to the present, Christopher Isett and Stephen
Miller argue that people, rather than markets, have been the primary agents of agricultural change. Exploring
the actions taken by individuals and groups over time and analyzing their activities in the wider contexts of
markets, states, wars, the environment, population increase, and similar factors, the authors emphasize how
larger social and political forces inform decisions and lead to different technological outcomes. Both farmers
and elites responded in ways that impeded economic development. Farmers, when able to trade with towns,
used the revenue to gain more land and security. Elites used commercial opportunities to accumulate military
power and slaves. The book explores these tendencies through rich case studies of ancient China; precolonial
South America; early-modern France, England, and Japan; New World slavery; colonial Taiwan; socialist
Cuba; and many other periods and places. Readers will understand how the promises and problems of
contemporary agriculture are not simply technologically derived but are the outcomes of decisions and
choices people have made and continue to make.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Social History of Agriculture: From the Origins to the
Current Crisis.

Thanh Johnson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Social History of Agriculture: From the
Origins to the Current Crisis book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Timothy Rhine:

The book The Social History of Agriculture: From the Origins to the Current Crisis will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Social History of
Agriculture: From the Origins to the Current Crisis is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Johnson:

The publication with title The Social History of Agriculture: From the Origins to the Current Crisis contains
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.
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