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For more than 150 years, historians have speculated about what made Abraham Lincoln great. Some point to
Lincoln's study of grammar, literature, and poetry. Others believe it was the deep national crisis that elevated
Lincoln's oratory. Most agree though that he honed his persuasive technique in his work as an Illinois
attorney.

Authors Hirsch and Van Haften persuasively argue, for the first time, that it was Lincoln's in-depth study of
geometry that gave our sixteenth president his verbal structure. Although Lincoln's fascination with
geometry is well documented, most historians have concluded that his study of the subject was little more
than mental calisthenics. In fact, conclude the authors, Lincoln embedded the ancient structure of geometric
proof into the Gettysburg Address, the Cooper Union speech, the First and Second Inaugurals, his legal
practice, and much of his substantive post-1853 communication.

Modern science can be traced back to Greek geometric method, but rhetoric, which morphed into speech and
then into communications, has barely advanced since Aristotle. Lincoln's structure emancipates speech from
Aristotle and unleashes limitless possibilities. Indeed, his use of geometric method in rhetoric and writing
has long been a secret hiding in plain sight. Virtually any literate person can become an Abraham Lincoln by
structuring speech with iron logic, as aptly demonstrated by this remarkable new study.

Among other things, the authors artfully demonstrate the real importance of the Cooper Union speech (which
helped make Lincoln president), offer a startling revelation about the Declaration of Independence that
connects Lincoln to Thomas Jefferson more closely than anyone previously realized, and show how the
structure of the legal system played an even more important role in Lincoln's greatness than heretofore
realized.

With the paperback release of Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of Reason, Lincoln immediately takes on a
new importance that will open an entirely new avenue of scholarly study.

REVIEWS

"Lincoln and the Structure of Reason offers a wholly new angle on Lincoln's brilliance." ? James M.
Cornelius, Curator, Lincoln Collection, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum

"A brilliant study. . . . The authors conclusively demonstrate how the self-taught Lincoln mastered Euclidean
Geometry and used Euclid's elements in his most famous speeches, including the Gettysburg Address and the
Cooper Union Address. Understanding geometry helped organize Lincoln's mind, his writing, and his
political skills. To David Hirsch and Dan Van Haften, all students of Abraham Lincoln and our democracy
are indebted." ? Frank J. Williams, Chair, The Lincoln Forum, and Retired Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Rhode Island
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

The book Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of Reason can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Abraham
Lincoln and the Structure of Reason? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that
will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of Reason has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Herbert Turley:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of
Reason book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ann Strickland:

Often the book Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of Reason has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Andrew Gillon:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of Reason this e-book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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