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The vagaries of fashion throughout the ages are a source of endless interest, not only as indication of our
infinite capacity for invention, but also because of the relationship of costume to shifting cultural patterns.
Laver presentsin this classic study the underlying motives of fashion aswell as a survey of the history of
costume. He describes the means which have been adopted to satisfy the three functions of clothes:
protection, expression of the personality by sartorial display, and attractiveness to others. The momentous
invention of the needle (some 40,000 years ago), making possible the sewing together of pelts, and the
subsequent introduction of weaving, launched the development of costume as we know it. All the major
historical landmarks -- the Renaissance, the French Revolution, the Industrial Revolution, the emancipation
of women, the two world wars -- wrought profound changesin attitudes to dress: with matchless skill and
panache Laver related the development of costume and fashion to these social changes. A new final chapter
by Christina Probert brings the history up to the present day [sic] with adetailed discussion of the enormous
variety of postwar styles, including the New L ook, the mini, and punk-influenced clothes. James Laver
(1899-1975) was keeper of the Departments of Prints and Drawings and of Paintings at the Victoriaand
Albert Museum, London, from 1938 until 1959. He was also an important and pioneering fashion historian
described as “the man in England who made the study of costume respectable”. Laver is perhaps best
remembered for his contributions to the field of fashion history, an interest in which emerged through a
desire to date images accurately through the clothing depicted within. Laver defined the relationships
between dress design and other applied arts, and discussed the influence of economic and social factors upon
the devel opment of fashionable taste.
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From reader reviews:
Dorcas Starling:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for

you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Costume and fashion: A concise history (The
World of art) as your daily resource information.

Joyce Morgan:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides.
It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is usually
Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art).

Betty Williams:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we wish. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Costume and fashion: A concise history (The World of art) wasfilled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

KatherineHolt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Costume and fashion: A
concise history (The World of art).
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