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The emergence of Russian classical music in the nineteenth century in the wake of Mikhail Glinka comprises
one of the most remarkable and fascinating storiesin all musical history. The five men who came together in
the Russian capital of St. Petersburg in the 1860s, all composers of talent, some of genius, would be—in
spite of avirtual lack of technical training—responsible for some of the greatest and best-loved music ever
written. How this happened is the subject of Stephen Walsh's brilliant compoasite portrait of the group known
in the West as the Five, and in Russia as moguchaya kuchka—the Mighty Little Heap. Friends, competitors,
and creative intellectuals whose ambitions and ideas reflect the ferment of their times, Mily Balakirev, César
Cui, Alexander Borodin, Nikolay Rimsky-K orsakov, and—most important of all—Modest Musorgsky, come
wonderfully to lifein this extended account.

The detail is engrossing. We see Boradin composing music while conducting research in chemistry (“he
would jump up and run back to the laboratory to make sure nothing had burnt out or boiled over there,
meanwhile filling the corridor with improbable sequences of ninths or sevenths’); Balakirev tutoring
Musorgsky (“Balakirev could not remedy the defects in his pupil’ s character, but he could confront him with
works of genius’); Cui doggedly producing operas during breaks from his career as a military fortifications
instructor. Musorgsky asserts his independence, moving from writing songs and the showpiece Night on
Bald Mountain to the magnificent Boris Godunov, meanwhile struggling against poverty and depression. In
the background such important figures as Vissarion Belinsky and Nikolay Chernishevsky shape the cultural
milieu, while the godfather of the kuchka, critic and scholar Vladimir Stasov, is seen offering sometimes
combative support.

As an experienced and widely skilled musical scholar and biographer (his two-volume life of Stravinsky has
been called “ one of the best books ever written about a musician™), Stephen Walsh is exceptionally
wellplaced to tell this story. He does so with deep understanding and panache, making Musorgksy and His
Circle both important and a delight to read.
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From reader reviews:
Marilyn Apper son:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical
Adventureis our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

EricKyler:

The book untitled Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure contain alot of information on
this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simpleto implement al the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Wm Mills:

Beside that Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure in your phone, it might give you away
to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got hereisfreshin
the oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

Jessica Seymore:

This Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure is brand new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Musorgsky and
His Circle: A Russian Musical Adventure can be the light food for you because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable
by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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