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Shortly after the end of World War II, Laurence Whistler set out to write ‘a guide to the festivals of England
as they are and as they might be’: the result is a captivatingly readable and enchanting narrative, the ancient
holidays revealed as a microcosm of the wheel of life in England. Christmas, New Year, Twelfth night,
Easter, May Day, Whitsun, Midsummer, Harvest (and sixteen others) – these are the most ancient of our
traditions, more ancient than any present-day beliefs, and strong enough to have survived even the attacks of
Puritans in the seventeenth century.

Here, for example, is the radiant Kissing Bough, whose candles we lit before we had ever heard of a
Christmas Tree. Here is the way to colour and engrave Easter Eggs. Here are fireworks in all their
extravagant variety. Or here is the history of the Valentine and the Christmas Card.

Laurence Whistler has written this scholarly book with the imaginative delight of a poet. This new edition
features an introduction by art historian James Russell.

“His book has been written in delight and passes on delight to the reader… it has a lovely benevolence; the
author’s knowledge, his sense of values, his breadth of outlook are in evidence on every page.” John
O’London’s Weekly

“There is scholarship here about the past, and delight in the festivals of today… a book that will be delightful
to pick up again at any time of the year.” Sunday Times

“Possessing enchantment of matter, it has also enchantment of manner.” Time and Tide

“Its younger readers will find themselves educated, perhaps unconsciously, by publisher as well as author.”
Observer

“A charming book.” Country Life

“A most charming and decorative volume.” Sunday Chronicle

“Learning and common sense have gone to the making of this attractive, well-illustrated book.” Birmingham
News

“A delightful gift book for all the year round… altogether charming.” Edinburgh Evening News

“A book very much out of the ordinary.” Sphere
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The English Festivals will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Anthony Collins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The English
Festivals suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The
English Festivalsis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Clarence Cobb:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book The English Festivals it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Benjamin Nation:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book The
English Festivals. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination to other place.
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