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Every year, anumber of preservice teachers graduate from Canadian universities, are hired into international
positions, and spend their first year of teaching adapting to a new career and anew country. In addition to
adjusting to the expectations of anew culture, they must also deal with the stress and joy of the first year of
teaching in their own classrooms. Individually, each of these experiencesis life changing; together they
represent a unique experience. Many of these students remain in touch with professors and colleagues and
tell stories rich with reflection and description of thisfirst year in an unfamiliar country. Correspondence and
conversations ring with professional and personal insights and choruses of "I wish | had known...". Editors
Carole and Warnie Richardson's belief in the importance of hearing first-year teacherstell their stories of
international teaching and learning is rooted in their own practice. As preservice professors who taught in the
public school system on asmall Caribbean island, they have experienced firsthand the challenges and
rewards of living in an unfamiliar cultural environment and teaching in an educational system much different
from their own. When they moved from Canada to the Cayman Islands to teach in the public system, their
world changed as they adapted to a very different way of life, both personally and professionally. As
seasoned educators, the editors were able to use their previous teaching experiences and ongoing reflective
practice to identify and understand the dissonances, both internal and external, that resulted from working to
fit into their new surroundings without losing themselves or compromising their philosophical beliefs about
education. They were able to recognize that certain conflicts within their classrooms related as much to their
students' and colleagues anxiety about their expectations as to their own anxiety about what was expected of
them. Conversations with each other and with expatriate teachers hel ped the editors to understand that their
latent desire to implement their well-devel oped teaching practice in anew environment signaled an
unconscious unwillingness to adapt to change; rather, they assumed that their new environment would adapt
to them. As the editors began to acknowledge that change within their practice was vital to successin their
new environment, they developed new expectations, new relationships, and new understandings that
contributed to their becoming part of the culture and community. They also grew as educators as they began
to appreciate that to effectively communicate with their students, they needed to validate the students
individual redlities, even as they expected them to embrace theirs. The editors realized that there was no right
way to adapt to change; the willingness to expand their ability to see through the eyes of others was the key
to successful teaching and learning-regardiess of the culture. The narratives in this book honor the voices of
the individuals as they tell the personal and professional stories that live behind surveys and numbers. They
speak frankly of the difficulties faced and triumphs experienced while beginning a career in a new country.
Each of the stories chronicles a very different journey, and we hear these young teachers begin to reflect on
their personal growth and come to agreater understanding of what it is to be a teacher-regardiess of the
country and the educational system. All of the stories reflect the personal backgrounds and styles of their
authors, and it isin these differences that this book finds its strengths. Ultimately, these stories provide
glimpses into the lives of first-year teachers who venture beyond the defined borders of their country-and
their comfort. This book is critical for all those in education.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Cook:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own sparetimeto
take awalk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
International Experiences of First-Y ear Teachers? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou redlize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
isopinion or you have various other opinion?

Ricky Burnham:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
International Experiences of First-Year Teachers, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Beth Kelly:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's ook different you can
read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent al day every day to
reading a guide. The book The International Experiences of First-Y ear Teachersit is very good to read.
There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book features high quality.

Lawrence Abbate:

Beside thiskind of The International Experiences of First-Y ear Teachersin your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have The International Experiences of First-Y ear Teachers because this book offersto you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missthis? Find this
book in addition to read it from currently!
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