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The Penguin Book of English Song anthologizes the work of 100 English poets who have inspired a host of
different composers (some English, some not) to write vocal music. Each of the chapters, arranged
chronologically from Chaucer to Auden, opens with a precis of the poet's life, work and, often, approach to
music. Richard Stokes's notes and commentaries constantly illuminate the language and themes of the poems
and their settings in unexpected ways. An awareness of how Ben Jonson based his famous poem 'Drinke to
me, onely, with thine eyes' on a Greek original, for example, increases our enjoyment of both the poem and
the traditional song; knowledge of Thomas Hardy's relationships with women deepens our appreciation of
songs by Ireland, Finzi, Britten and others; Charles Dibdin's 'Tom Bowling', played each year at the Last
Night of the Proms, takes on a deeper resonance when we know that it was written after the death of his
brother Tom, a sea captain struck by lightning in the Indian Ocean. Many composers of different
nationalities appear, but the book remains quintessentially British, and includes pieces that have an
established place in our national consciousness: 'Rule, Britannia' (James Thomson), 'Abide with me' (Henry
Francis Lyte), 'Auld lang syne' (Robert Burns), 'Jerusalem' (William Blake), 'Once in royal David's city' (Mrs
C. F. Alexander), and even 'Twinkle, twinkle, little star' (Jane Taylor). The poems are printed in their
original versification and spelling, enabling us to trace the development of the English language as the book
progresses. The volume presents a huge amount of information about English Song that will enlighten all
those who delight in the fusion of words and music. The presence of minor as well as major poets and the
unique principle of selection make The Penguin Book of English Songa highly original anthology of English
verse.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Mansfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Penguin Book of English Song: Seven Centuries of Poetry from
Chaucer to Auden. Try to the actual book The Penguin Book of English Song: Seven Centuries of Poetry
from Chaucer to Auden as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Gary McKinney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
Penguin Book of English Song: Seven Centuries of Poetry from Chaucer to Auden? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Lisa Langlais:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Penguin Book of English Song: Seven Centuries of
Poetry from Chaucer to Auden book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Sheila Messina:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled The Penguin Book of English Song: Seven Centuries of Poetry from Chaucer to Auden your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Penguin Book of English Song: Seven
Centuries of Poetry from Chaucer to Auden giving you another experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a



sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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