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“A tour de force of investigative history.” —Steve Coll

The Dead Hand is the suspense-filled story of the people who sought to brake the speeding locomotive
of the arms race, then rushed to secure the nuclear and biological weapons left behind by the collapse
of the Soviet Union—a dangerous legacy that haunts us even today.

The Cold War was an epoch of massive overkill. In the last half of the twentieth century the two
superpowers had perfected the science of mass destruction and possessed nuclear weapons with the
combined power of a million Hiroshimas. What’s more, a Soviet biological warfare machine was ready to
produce bacteria and viruses to sicken and kill millions. In The Dead Hand, a thrilling narrative history
drawing on new archives and original research and interviews, David E. Hoffman reveals how presidents,
scientists, diplomats, soldiers, and spies confronted the danger and changed the course of history.

The Dead Hand captures the inside story in both the United States and the Soviet Union, giving us an urgent
and intimate account of the last decade of the arms race. With access to secret Kremlin documents, Hoffman
chronicles Soviet internal deliberations that have long been hidden. He reveals that weapons designers in
1985 laid a massive “Star Wars” program on the desk of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to compete with
President Reagan, but Gorbachev refused to build it. He unmasks the cover-up of the Soviet biological
weapons program. He tells the exclusive story of one Soviet microbiologist’s quest to build a genetically
engineered super-germ—it would cause a mild illness, a deceptive recovery, then a second, fatal attack. And
he details the frightening history of the Doomsday Machine, known as the Dead Hand, which would launch a
retaliatory nuclear strike if the Soviet leaders were wiped out.

When the Soviet Union collapsed, the dangers remained. Soon rickety trains were hauling unsecured nuclear
warheads across the Russian steppe; tons of highly-enriched uranium and plutonium lay unguarded in
warehouses; and microbiologists and bomb designers were scavenging for food to feed their families.

The Dead Hand offers fresh and startling insights into Reagan and Gorbachev, the two key figures of the end
of the Cold War, and draws colorful, unforgettable portraits of many others who struggled, often valiantly, to
save the world from the most terrifying weapons known to man.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms
Race and its Dangerous Legacy. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms
Race and its Dangerous Legacy. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open
a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Gracie Thomas:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book has
a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War
Arms Race and its Dangerous Legacy will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

James Donofrio:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms Race and its
Dangerous Legacy was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

April Baker:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms Race and its
Dangerous Legacy we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with that book The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms Race



and its Dangerous Legacy. You can more inviting than now.
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