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"If we continue, we grow old, and thisis how it could be for us," writes Renée Rose Shield in her candid and
sympathetic account of life in one American nursing home. Drawing on anthropological methods and theory
toilluminate ingtitutional life, she probes the sources of the profound sense of unease she found at the place
she calls "The Franklin Nursing Home."

For fourteen months Shield participated in life at a nursing home in the northeastern United States. She got to
know many of the people associated with the home?doctors, nurses, custodians, kitchen workers,
administrators, social workers, visiting relatives, and above all, the residents, who emerge in this book as the
individuals they are. Sectionsin which the residents speak poignantly in their own voices are woven
throughout her richly detailed observations of everyday routines and events. We see them using guile and
humor to get by, struggling to approach the end of their lives with a measure of autonomy and dignity, and
we meet an often conscientious and caring staff constrained by conflicting professional perspectives and by
the bureaucratic structure in which they work.

There are no villains here. Rather, Shield explains how conditions in the nursing home create a difficult and
uncomfortable "liminality" ?the transition from an accustomed role to a new one-for the residents. In
characterizing nursing-home existence, she goes beyond Erving Goffman's classic definition of the "total
ingtitution" to show how residents pass from adulthood to death without the comfort of ritual or community
support common in rites of passage. In addition to the isolation created by this solitary passage, she finds
restrictions on "reciprocity" ?the old people are always recipients whose need and obligation to repay are seen
as unnecessary and difficult to satisfy. The system encourages their passivity, which deepens their
dependency and helps to explain why they are often perceived as children. Offering concrete suggestions for
improving the quality of nursing-home life, Uneasy Endings will find a broad audience among those who
work with the aged.
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From reader reviews:
Shiela Steen:

The book Uneasy Endings: Daily Lifein an American Nursing Home (The Anthropology of Contemporary
Issues) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave the great thing like a book Uneasy Endings: Daily Life in an American Nursing
Home (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share dll
of these. Book Uneasy Endings: Daily Life in an American Nursing Home (The Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou
can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lori Morgan:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Uneasy Endings: Daily Lifein an American Nursing
Home (The Anthropology of Contemporary |ssues) why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mark Blanding:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Uneasy Endings: Daily Lifein an American Nursing Home (The Anthropol ogy
of Contemporary Issues) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.

Anne Bonk:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get
ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Uneasy Endings: Daily Life in an American
Nursing Home (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Y our own skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especialy. Itisto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-
book Uneasy Endings: Daily Lifein an American Nursing Home (The Anthropology of Contemporary



Issues) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of thetime.
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