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This is a study of Baudelaire's canonization in the critical debates of the twentieth century, focusing
particularly on his role in the development of a modernist consciousness. Much recent work on Baudelaire
assumes his modernism by emphasizing his relationship to current critical preoccupations—by sounding him
out on issues of race and gender, for example, or by "correcting" his politics. The author begins from the
premise that this updating of Baudelaire mistakenly takes him for our contemporary. Instead, she attempts to
treat modernism as a historical problem by seeing Baudelaire as engaged in a more difficult dialogue with
twentieth-century critics.

The book concentrates on two key moments in the literary history of the twentieth century, the periods
following each world war. At these junctures French intellectuals intensely reconsidered their cultural
patrimony and articulated something like a modernist consciousness. Baudelaire stood at the center of this
process, becoming a sacred figure of modernism, and his poetry contributed to a radical reorienting of
aesthetic sensibilities.

For the post-World War I period, the author focuses on Paul Valéry's essay "Baudelaire's Situation"; for
post-World War II, on the virulent debate between Jean-Paul Sartre and Georges Bataille over the question
of Baudelaire's "bad faith." She argues that Sartre's resistance to the sacralization of Baudelaire and to the
continuing formulation of a modernist ideology actually suggests a valuable way of rethinking Baudelaire's
poetry and critiquing the modern consciousness. She attempts to show that something like an "aesthetics of
bad faith" exists, and that it is a useful concept for understanding modernism in relationship to its own
history.

Throughout, Baudelaire's poetry is examined in detail, with a focus on its relationship to his writings on
caricature, on the problem of the "secret architecture," and on the place of allegory in a symbolist poetics. In
the closing chapter, the author analyzes Baudelaire's denunciation of photography, which reveals the various
tensions (or "bad faith") implicit in the modernist consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Palmer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Baudelaire and the Aesthetics of Bad Faith. Try to make the book
Baudelaire and the Aesthetics of Bad Faith as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mary Crist:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Baudelaire and the
Aesthetics of Bad Faith book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

John Flores:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Baudelaire and the Aesthetics of Bad Faith can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Ernest Nunez:

Beside that Baudelaire and the Aesthetics of Bad Faith in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Baudelaire and the
Aesthetics of Bad Faith because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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